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  Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus!

  Your 2008 Board of Directors has been in prayer and working to discern what God would have us do to serve Him through SWVA Emmaus. SWVA Emmaus is recognized as a “manual community” or one that is in covenant with The Upper Room Emmaus. The manual provides quality assurance that the leadership will conduct the Emmaus three days with excellence, presenting that which it is designed to present and representing the commonly held essentials of Christianity. The manuals assure everyone that Emmaus, no matter where it is conducted, will be a common and trustworthy experience. Years of experience have gone into honing the model, which has proven its value and effectiveness as an instrument of the Holy Spirit for revitalizing Christians as members of the body of Christ (from the Upper Room Emmaus Manual 2006).
  We are blessed to have many dedicated people to serve as clergy, to serve in the background, to serve on teams and on committees. The love of God through the body of believers is clearly evident here in SWVA! 
  As we celebrate Chrysalis flights for our teenagers in February and March and prepare for Walks in April and May,  remember what Jesus has done for you. Remember how you were prayed over and sponsored for your Walk to Emmaus.      Remember from the Bible how Jesus healed a man possessed by demons. The man wanted to follow Jesus as a disciple but Jesus told the man to “Go home to your friends, and tell them what great things the Lord has done for you, and how He has had compassion on you”.   Mark 5:19
     We have two women’s walks and two men’s walks scheduled for the spring. One full walk equals around 36 pilgrims and around 28 team members, plus all the background servants and prayer partners on the prayer vigils. As of this writing, there are more than 90 women’s applications and less than 20 men’s applications. It may take our registrar more than 90 applications to fill one walk. The teams are beginning their preparations.  They have committed to serve. Will you choose to be intentional sponsors?
Now back to what Jesus said to the healed demoniac. He told the man to go back and “tell them”. Our loved ones can be a difficult mission field; but Jesus has done so very much for us, how can we remain silent? Peter warned us to be gracious and tactful, witnessing with a humble spirit rather than constant sermons (1 Peter 3:1). Ask God for a burden for friends and family, and let's look for opportunities of telling and showing them what great things the Lord has done for us.  
     I thank God for each and every one of you. May you be blessed today and all the days to come! Carol BeVille, SWVAEW #28, Table of Esther.
SPONSORSHIP 
Sponsorship is where it all begins, for without Pilgrims, the work of the 
SPONSORSHIP CONTINUED: 

conference room and Fourth Day teams aren’t even needed. 

The aim of the sponsor is to bring spiritual revitalization to Christians who, in turn, will bring new life and vision to the work of the church in the congregation, home, workplace, and community. Emmaus is for active Christians and members of churches whose own renewal will mean new energy, commitment, and vision in the church and everyday environments for Christ’s sake. Those sponsored could include the following: church leaders (pastors and laypersons); dependable church members who are the quiet backbone of the church; less active members who need their awareness of grace rekindled and their commitments renewed; Christians who are hungry for “something more” and who want to grow spiritually; respected laypersons and clergypersons whose participation, support and leadership will encourage others to take the Walk and will build a sound, balanced leadership base for the movement in the community; and members of diverse congregations, denominations, and ethnic groups. 
     Wise sponsorship is purposeful and prayerful. Emmaus is right for many people – but not for everyone. A potential sponsor need not feel like a failure if a person decides not to make a Walk after being presented the opportunity. Perhaps the timing is not right or God will renew the person in another way.  Some examples of questionable sponsorship are: non-Christians, persons undergoing an emotional crisis or who are psychologically unstable, those who always have an axe to grind against the church and would be a negative influence on a weekend.
HOW TO SPONSOR: 

1. Pray for the person’s openness to God’s call to discipleship, not for how to get him or her to go on a Walk.

2. Make an appointment with the person or couple for the purpose of discussing participation in Emmaus.

3. Extend an invitation. Invite the prospective pilgrim to attend for the sake of a more vital relationship with Jesus Christ, Share your faith; explain the basic elements of the Walk, its purpose. There are no secrets about the Walks. Take the attitude that you are giving the person a wonderful gift rather than that he or she needs to go. 
4. Ask the person to make a commitment by filling out the registration form. If the person is married, speak with both partners and encourage commitment by both.

5. Continue to pray for your pilgrim, prepare agape letters, enlist the support of their pastor.

6. Support the Walk through your prayers during the 72 Hour Prayer Vigil and your presence at Send Off, Sponsors’ Hour, Candlelight and Closing. Support the pilgrim’s family by house-sitting, baby-sitting, watering plants, picking up mail, checking in with a spouse to see if any help is needed. 

7. Encourage the pilgrim in Fourth Day involvement. Help the pilgrim find a group or be SPONSORSHIP CONTINUED:
8. prepared to start a group with him or her for a period of time until others join the group. Take the pilgrim to Gatherings as your guest for a couple of months.

9. Inform the pilgrim of ways to serve the Emmaus community and future Walks.

10. Help the pilgrim sponsor others.

Sponsorship is an act of love for God, for the pilgrims, for the Emmaus community and for the church. It demonstrates agape love, making us instruments of prevenient grace. Any persons who have participated in Emmaus can sponsor another person to Emmaus so long as they understand the aim and responsibilities of sponsorship and can fulfill them for the person they would sponsor. (Sponsorship information from The Upper Room Handbook on Emmaus).
SPRING WALKS
April 3 – 6  WALK 127: WEEKEND LAY DIRECTOR Kathy Stone 986-4613 solidstone4@netzero.net
April 10 – 13 Walk 128: Weekend Lay Director Don Wetherington 473-2220  don@donwetherington.com

May 15 -18 Walk 129: Weekend Lay Director Linda Sandifer 344-1026 lksandi@aol.com
May 22 – 25 Walk 130: Weekend Lay Director Ray Deyerle 769-2078 ray.deyerle@gmail.com
Board Members and other  info:
 Community Lay Director: Carol BeVille  

     343-0445  bevillec@yahoo.com

Community Spiritual Director:Faith 

    Weedling  962-5900 

      revfaithm@ntelos.net

1st Assistant Comm. Lay Dir.: Walter

  Bondurant   276-647-7769  

    Wbond@kimbanet.com

Ex Officio Comm. Lay Dir.: Phyllis 

   Ertel: 387-2633

  phyllisertel2633@msn.com

Clergy: Rev.April Hall 529-5061  RXTECHREV@peoplepc.com

Rev.Veronica Venable 977-3995

     vvenable@hm.roacoxmail.com

Rev. Jim Rivers   427-9786 
     revrivers@cox.net    

Rev.Louis Strickler 774-8126

      pastorlouis@woodlawnumc.org

Rev. Lew Bennett  387-0470
   hlb410@msn.com  

Lay Board Members:

Bill Lowe 977-2628

       bill_24012@yahoo.com

Dave Gaylor  276-647-3451 
       trustandobey@hotmail.com

Ethel West  342-4148
       emmacat0@yahoo.com

John Katon 977-2775
       jbkaton@comcast.net

Gloria Gaylor  276-647-3451 
       trustandobey@hotmail.com

Rick Borton 774-1773
         vhousman@rev.net

Bruce Molnar 977-4373  herdboy@cox.net
Community Music Leader: Phil Barber  
      342-6710   phillipbrbr56@hotmail.com

Registrar:  Steve Dougherty:  387-0233

       swvaregistrar@comcast.net

Treasurer: Nancy Turner 977-1469
       naturner@carilion.com
Librarian(Manuals): Karen Lee  992-2082
       kblee@adelphia.net
Chrysalis Community Director: Vicky
      Borton  774-1773   vhousman@rev.net

E-prayer/announcements Coordinator:

     Christy Gresham 276-956-3376
      Gods_child@embarqmail.com
Website: swvaemmaus.org
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